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Any man or woman who may be asked in this century what they did to make
life worthwhile in their lifetime....can respond with a great deal of pride and
satisfaction, "I SERVED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY."

IS CALLED

BATAAN!

IT TAKES A FIRST CLASS MAN TO MAN A SHIP THAT IS CALLED BATAAN

The morality of our country has been decaying at an alarming rate,
and, nothing is
being done to
stop it. Look at
our entertainment
society and what
they put on the
screen, or the music that is listen
to by our teen agers — this must
stop if we are to
continue to be a nation that our
forefathers counted it to be. BRING
GOD BACK TO US !
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THREE-MILE LIMIT—What it was/is and how it came to be ——
The original three-mile limit was the recognized distance from a na!on’s shore over which
that na!on had jurisdic!on. The border of interna!onal waters or the “high seas” was established because, at that !me this interna!onal law was established, three miles was the longest range of any na!on’s powerful guns, and therefore, the limit from shore ba,eries at
which they could enforce their law. (Interna!onal law and the 1988 Territorial Sea Proclama!on established the “high seas” border of 12 mile limit).

Every and all service person knew of “KILROY”, but, his
origin was a mystery.
What follows is probably the best explana%on of how the
story of Kilroy started.

Kilroy was Here
He was everywhere during WWII. He was part of every combat
and occupation from Tokyo to Berlin. He appeared on buttons
to promote the sale of War Bonds and is said he left his mark on Mount Everest and even in
the dust on the moon. Kilroy was here…..and there and everywhere...and it seemed that he
was always there first. And you should be sure he’d be there when the troops left.
But who was this Kilroy fellow and how did he become such an icon for Allied Forces?
The most prevailing (and the most believable) explanation is that the original Kilroy
was a worker at the Fore River Shipyard in Halifax, Mass., responsible for counting the number of rivets each riveter placed during his/her shift. Riveters were paid per rivet and James
Kilroy would put a chalk check mark besides the rivets as he counted to ensure they weren’t counted twice. The riveters figured out that they could erase the check marks and,
when the next inspector came through and checked the now unmarked rivets, they would
get paid twice for the same rivet. When Mr. Kilroy figured our what was happening, he added “Kilroy was here” in large letters next to his marks and the cheating stopped.
Many of Kilroy’s marks were in places that normally would be painted before the
ships left the yard, but because the war demanded the ships be ready for combat as
quickly as possible, many left the shipyard with the inspection marks still in place. The service
members who saw the marks had no idea of their origins, but for whatever reason, the mysterious trademark made an impression and they began to recreate it all over Europe and
throughout the Pacific. They had no idea who Kilroy was, but they knew he’d been there
before them.
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FINAL CHAPTER OF THE INVASION OF OKINAWA as wri,en by LT. BILL BUSTARD .
Next Day — I hope we have no more days like yesterday. A@er checking up, we found we had been hit by
four 5” shells and there are shrapnel holes all over the port side of the ship. The shrapnel from the explosion
went up through the catwalk along the ﬂight deck and killed and wounded a number of gunners and plane
handlers. My sta!on was not hit, but I had to get my repair gangs busy on the electrical cables, piping etc.
which was damaged. They are doing a swell job and will have everything working OK by tomorrow. The welders are patching up the holes in the ships side while we are s!ll cruising right close to Kyushu. We buried our
dead today and transferred a number of the most serious casual!es to a hospital ship. This is the end of our
second con!nuous month of combat. Our score is 64 bombing strikes, 12 over the homeland, and the rest
over Okinawa and air bases in the Ryukyus. We worked Okinawa and Kyushu over two weeks before the landing. We have 64 planes credited to the squadron and 9 for the ship’s guns ( when we knock them down with
the 40MMs, it is too damn close). We got 50% credit for the Yamato. (Later — the ﬁrst air group to reach the
states took all the credit in the papers. They came along a@er we had her dead in the water — they put the
ﬁnal touch to it) — we got 50% for the large cruiser sunk that was with the Yamato, and credit for two destroyers. On another raid we got 8 bomb hits on two carriers at Kobe — le@ them burning but not sunk.
Not bad for 60 days! We have not lost a plane or pilot shot down by Jap pilots. Our losses have been to AA
ﬁre or engine trouble and have been very light — 3 bomber pilots, 3 air crewmen, and 3 ﬁghter pilots.
Later — the last three weeks since wri!ng the above have been busy but not too dangerous. We have been
making con!nuous strikes and support patrols over Okinawa and up to Kyushu but have run into very li,le air
opposi!on. Our ﬁghters added another plane, a ZEKE, to the score making it a total ﬁnal count of 69 planes
for the air group.
We pulled into Leyte Gulf today for a short period of repairs and rest (?) preparatory to going back again. We
have had 90 days of con!nuous steaming and over 70 days of hot ac!on. Our crew is !red but s!ll in good
shape physically and morally. It is good to see land and trees again, but, it is s!ﬂing hot here a@er the moderate climate oﬀ Okinawa — up as far as Japan proper, it was very cool and in March, it was damned cold up
there.
I’ll put this away now un!l the censor says “OK” to mail it. The press release now made it OK to iden!fy the
ship that I describes in the beginning of this as the USS FRANKLIN. We were nearest to her in forma!on and
got movies of the en!re aﬀair.
Lt B. Bustard USNR

————BILL

A special “thanks” is extended to LCR William Bustard’s son, Bill Bustard ,and granddaughter , Billie Bahr for
making this informa!on possible.

March 19, 1945, oﬀ the coast of Honshu (the largest island of Japan). Franklin was hit by
two aerial bombs; 724 were killed and 265 wounded. Amazingly, the ship, which was engulfed in ﬂames, was saved by the eﬀorts of the remaining crew.

4

In the last newsle,er I told you of a POW that was taken home aboard THE USS BATAAN CVL29 during the
“Magic Carpet” days — what follows is a newspaper ar!cle that appeared in the POWs local newspaper.

THE STORY: he was captured in Tunisia during WWII, became a POW in the United States
and comes back to Italy on the aircra# carrier Bataan.
FROM POW TO CREWMEMBER
His grandson discovers the Veteran's Associa-on that reunites the ship's
former crewmembers and the ex-marine Pietro Moltrasio is welcomed
with open arms
He was made prisoner by US troops in Tunisia and ended up in America. He returned to Italy in 1945, on board the aircra# carrier USS Bataan, part of opera-on "Magic Carpet" (which allowed over 700,000
troops and POWs to return home to their families a#er the war ended). Now, Pietro Moltrasio, 91 years old, ex-marine of the St Marco
Regiment, has become an oﬃcial crewmember of that ship that took
Pietro Moltrasio
him home, all thanks to his willing and enterprising grandson, Francesco Cardelli, who is now living in the USA, married and a<ending
medical school. «My son - says Alessandro Cardelli - knows very well the stories of his
grandpa while he was a POW, several years a#er being captured in Africa and taken to
America. Now that [Francesco] is there himself, he did some research and discovered
the USS Bataan CVL-29 Associa-on. He told them about my father-in-law. Sando Cosenza, an American Veteran (with an Italian name), responded and decided to help. Now
Pietro Moltrasio, ex-marine, ex-POW from the Italian Navy, is going to receive his oﬃcial membership card that would make him member of the crew of the ship that took
him home, as well as one shirt, a hat and a shield with the symbol and the name of the
ship. All they wanted in return was a picture of him wearing the gear they sent him to
put it in their newsle<er. I can't hide the fact that we were very happy about how
quickly they responded and we were all very moved by their ac-on.»
Sailors watch the Super
Bowl.
PACIFIC OCEAN (Feb. 3, 2013)
Sailors watch Super Bowl
XLVII in the hangar bay
aboard the aircra@ carrier
USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70).
Carl Vinson is underway conduc!ng sea trials as the ﬁnal
stage of a six-month planned
incremental availability. (U.S.
Navy photo by Mass Communica!on Specialist 3rd Class
Giovanni Squadrito/
Released) 130203-N-DI878346
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THE YEAR WAS 1950 —
REMEMBER WHEN—- THE MIGHTY USS BATAAN CVL29
PULLED UP HER GANGPLANKS AND HEADED DOWN
THE DELAWARE RIVER TO BEGIN STEAMING TO THE
PANAMA CANAL AND ENTER INTO THE KOREAN WAR.
I WAS STATIONED AT THE NAVAL YARD IN PHILADELPHIA, PA, WHEN I HAPPENED TO READ A NOTICE ON THE
CHOW HALL BULLETIN BOARD, THAT THERE WAS AN
OPENING IN THE CREW FOR A DENTAL TECH (DN) — I
DID NOT KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THE SHIP THAT
NEEDED A DENTAL TECH, SO I ASKED WHAT “CVL”
MEANT; “IT IS AN AIRCRAFT CARRIER “ WAS THE ANSWER —THAT SOUNDED GREAT, SO I DECIDED TO VISIT
THE SHIP AND INQUIRE FURTHER ABOUT THE OPENING. WHAT A SIGHT — THAT WAS THE BIGGEST SHIP
THAT I HAVE EVER SEEN — SURE I WANTED TO BE A
PART OF THE CREW, SO I ASKED PERMISSION TO COME
ABOARD AND SEE ANYONE IN THE DENTAL DEPARTMENT. I WAS TAKEN AND INTRODUCED TO THE DENTAL OFFICER, ONE LTCDR DAVID HILL— HE EXPLAINED
THE PROCEDURE THAT I WOULD NEED TO DO IN ORDER TO BE TRANSFERRED TO THE SHIP. I RETURNED TO
THE BASE AND PLACED MY PAPERS FOR REQUEST —
THEN THE KOREAN WAR BROKE OUT AND ALL REQUESTED TRANSFERS WERE FROZEN . I TOOK THE
PAPERS TO THE SHIP AND TOLD LTCDR HILL WHAT HAD
HAPPENED — HE TOOK THE PAPERS AND TOLD ME TO
“SIT TIGHT” — IN LESS THAT 48 HOURS I RECEIVED
SPEED ORDERS TO REPORT TO THE USS BATAAN CVL29
AFTER A 10 DAYS LEAVE. THE COMMANDER FLEW TO
WASHINGTON, DC, AS HE USUALLY DID, AND WENT TO
THE PENTAGON AND SUBMITTED MY PAPERS. I WAS
LATER TOLD THAT LTCDR HILL WAS THE PERSONAL
DENTIST OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.—GOOD TO
KNOW PEOPLE IN HIGH PLACES !!!
WEDNESDAY JULY 5, 1944
LIGHT AIRCRAFT CARRIERS ARE BIG AID TO THE PACIFIC FLEET
BY HAMILTON FARON (The Associated Press)
WASHINGTON, July 5, The Navy announced that nine light aircraft carriers, built on cruiser hulls, have taken over a big and important tactical roll in the war against Japan— protection for big carrier task forces.
“They have a deadly sting,” reported the Navy in revealing for the first time some of the duties to which the
USS INDEPENDENCE, BELLEAU WOODS, COWPENS, MONTEREY, CABOT, LANGLEY, BATAAN, and
SAN JACINTO have been assigned.
“Airmen from a light carrier,” the Navy continued, “joining up with the larger air group from a big carrier to add
a greater punch in a strike upon enemy shipping or islands. Our light carrier pilots assume the vital job of
protecting the task force against enemy attack thus freeing the larger carriers entirely to concentrate upon
the mission of assault. Some of the interceptors accomplished by protective planes from the light carriers
have been spectacular: entire formations of attacking Jap bombers have been shot down before they could
even get within sight of the fleet.”
The “Sun Setters”— officers and men of air group 23, operating from one of the ships, the Navy said, ”helped
establish the worth of the light carrier in the fleet.” When they sailed into the Pacific last year, the place and
function of the light carrier were unknown. Now the “sun setters” are back in the United States, their worth
and the worth of the light carriers proved at Makin and Terawa, in the Salomons, at Saratoga in the Gilberts,
in the Marshall Islands, in the Carolines, and off Hollandia. En route home they attacked Truk , the one time
feared base in the Carolines Island Group participating, the Navy says “in the great damage done to the installations of the shattered Jap stronghold.” It took eight months for the “Sun Setters” to complete their assignment, and to complete the record of usefulness of the light carriers. In that time they destroyed or damaged 81 Japanese planes, sank or damaged 38 enemy ships and caused uncalculated damage to enemy
shore installations.
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REMEMBRANCES (cont)
This is from Riley Brewer former squadron member of VMF 312 — here is some of his memories aboard the USS
BATAAN CVL29 ——-In 1951, my squadron VMF 312 USMC, came aboard — we were known as the Checkerboard Squadron in that we had a checkerboard cowling and our tail markings were WR (Willie Roger) — my aircraft was WR no 2.
I will highlight the min things brie2ly that I recall from our tour. We lost our Squadron Commander, Maj. Donald
A. Frame, while aboard. I recall he got a hit in the battery compartment which caused the cockpit to 2ill with
smoke — unable to do correct the problem, he bailed out. The chute snagged and threw Maj. Frame against the
aircraft causing his death. The chute deployed and his body was recovered and brought back to the ship. Our
squadron drew 2irst blood during a reconnaissance 2light near Chinnampo, Korea along the Yellow Sea April 21,
1951. Two of our C.A.P. aircraft shot down 4 North Korean “Yaks” — the Yaks made the 2irst pass which was their
mistake — they missed. Both pilots passed the ship doing victory rolls and put on quite a show.
We ran over a whale and it, the whale, rapped around the bow. The skipper stopped the ship dead in the water —
reversed the ship — you name it , he did everything imaginable to get it off, but he couldn’t dislodge it — 2inally
the skipper announced that if it could be dislodged, we would tow it to Sasebo, our home port, as a prize, and we
would all get an extra 3 days extra pass. We all secured for the night and during that time the damned thing fell
off — so, at 0430 GQ sounded and it was a normal work day for all hands — no 3 days leave.

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Fred Staley – November 10, 2011
Butch Tallon – May 8, 2012
John Pi-no – May 30, 2012
Jim Aeppli – June 12, 2012
Ken Meiring – February 2012
Tom Washnock – July 26, 2012
Robert Hindman – August 22, 2012
I.D. Gleason – November 25, 2012
Mary Ann Pearce — November 14, 2012
Anthony Luongo — December 8, 2011
Carmine Luongo — April 17, 2012

This is the last newsleer before the reunion in OMAHA, NEBRASKA. We need as many
aendees as possible. Many important topics will be presented for your approval, one, for
example, will be the ques0on of the next reunion— if the numbers of this reunion are not
more than 40, that will be reason to re-examine our plans to have these get-togethers every year or — ???? We have been in opera0on since 1988 with yearly reunions, let’s keep the
agenda alive—— Let’s get together in Omaha, Nebraska. Remember, the cut-oﬀ for sending
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MAY 15 — 19; 2013

HOTEL — DOUBLE TREE SUITES ; 7270 CEDAR STREET; OMAHA, NEBRASKA — 402-397 5141
REMEMBER — YOU MUST MAKE YOUR OWN RESERVATIONS !!!! COST — $ 100.04 PER SUITE AND THAT
INCLUDES ALL THE TAXES & COSTS. THERE ALSO IS A HOT BREAKFAST BUFFET INCLUDED IN THE COST.

ITINERARY —
WED. 15 —- REGISTRATION; 9:00 AM HOSPITALITY ROOM 6TH FLOOR; 7:00 PM EVENING MEAL WITH MUSIC
THUR. 16 — MEMORIAL SERVICE 9:00 AM AT BOYS TOWN; TOUR OF THE MUSEUM; LUNCH AT MAHONEY PARK; 1:00PM TRIP TO
THE STRATEGIC AIR & SPACE MUSEUM — BACK TO THE HOTEL AND HOSPITALITY ROOM OPEN — DINNER ON YOUR
OWN.
FRI. 17 —- 8:45 & 10:15 BUS SHUTTLE TO TOILET PAPER FACTORY; LUNCH WILL BE SERVED IN THE HOSPITALITY ROOM; APPROXI
MATELY 1:30PM BOARD BUSES FOR THE PIPE ORGAN CONCERT “SALUTE TO VETERANS” RETURN TO THE HOTEL—
HOSPITALITY ROOM OPEN—BOARD BUSES 6:00 PM FOR THE GERMAN CENTER FOR A GERMAN DINNER;
HOSPITALITY ROOM OPEN UPON RETURN,
SAT. 18 — 9:00 AM BUSINESS MEETING — FREE DAY UNTIL 5:00PM WHEN PICTURES WILL BE TAKEN; EVENING SCHEDULE,
DINNER, MUSIC, DANCING — DINNER AT 7:00PM

DRESS WILL BE CASUAL AND DRESSY FOR THE BANQUET
PLEASE CUT ALONG THE LINE COMPLETER THE FORM AND MAIL TO BEVERLY SMITH
NAME__________________________________________________AREA
CODE______Tel#_______________
ADDRESS________________________________________________CITY______________________ST______
GUEST(S)_______________________________________
_________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
_
THE MENU FOR THE BANQUET SATURDAY 18, 2013 IS AS FOLLOWS - PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHOICE & NUMBER
CHICKEN CORDON BLUE __________; GRILLED SALMON WITH LEMON GLAZE_______________
ROAST SIRLOIN OF BEEF WITH MUSHROOMS AND ONIONS_____________
COST OF REUNION PER PERSON IS $ 190.00 — HOW MANY AT $190.00_______ TOTAL $__________
PLEASE SEND THIS FORM AND YOUR CHECK MADE OUT TO USS BATAAN REUNION AND SEND TO:
BEVERLY SMITH ; PO BOX 219; BARTLEY, NE 69020 ; PHONE # —308-692 3429
E-MAIL — esmith@swnebr.net
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Sando Cosenza —Secretary
4448 East Cheyenne Drive
Phoenix, AZ 85044-1619

IT TAKES A FIRST CLASS FIGHTING MAN TO MAN A SHIP THAT IS CALLED BATAAN

ATTENTION MEMBERS/FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF THE USS BATAAN CVL29/LHD5 ASSOCIATION —WE ARE FACING AN INEVITABLE SITUATION, WE ARE GETTING OLDER BY THE DAY — AND , MEMBERS
HAVE BEEN MEETING THEIR MAKER. OUR ORGANIZATION IS NOT GROWING. YOUR HELP IS NEEDED IN
PLANNING OF OUR FUTURE REUNIONS — PLEASE TAKE TIME AND TRY TO PROPOSE AND ORGANIZE A
REUNION IN YOUR AREA — IF YOU NEED HELP IN DOING THIS, HELP IS ALWAYS ON THE WAY. ANOTHER
THING — PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES, IT IS THE BEST THING THAT $ 15.00 PER YEAR WILL BUY. PLEASE SEND
YOUR CHECK TO: ANITA HAVIG, 7006 NORTH HOWELL ST. , DAVENPORT IA 52806-1233.
OFFICERS OF THE USS BATAAN CVL/29 LHD5 ASSOCIATION:
PRESIDENT
V. PRESIDENT
CHAPLAIN
WEB MASTER
TREASURER
SECRETARY

CLANCY DECKER; 6818 FINCH PL; PHILADELPHIA, PA 19142
JAMES MC DONALD ; 4550 CHERRY CREEK SO. DR; DENVER CO 80246
DONALD BORDER; 5516 MUIRFIELD DR; BAKERSFIELD CA 93306
RICHARD WEAVER; 170 ST. ANDREWS LOOP ; KERRVILLE, TX 78028
ANITA HAVIG; 7006 N. HOWELL ST; DAVENPORT, IA 52806
SANDO COSENZA; 4448 EAST CHEYENNE DRIVE; PHOENIX, AZ 85044

PLEASE — IF YOU MOVE — NOTIFY THE SECRETARY, WEB MASTER, OR TREASURER WITH YOUR NEW
ADDRESS, ALSO, NOTIFY OUR CHAPLAIN IN CASE OF A MEMBER / WIFE SICKNESS OR DEATH.

